
Commanderõs Corner  
 LTC Erik Overby, Professor of Military Science 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
BOARD UPDATE 

 The senior class attended LDAC (You may have known it by ñAdvanced 

Campò) at Ft Lewis this summer and have returned ready to run the battalion.  

They have already begun  eagerly putting their leadership stamp on the unit to 

surpass the performance of the lieutenants who commissioned in May.  I have 

every confidence that they will continue to push this program to continued suc-

cess. 

 Staff additions this summer include Army Major Lance OôBryan, who 

will be our Recruiting Operations Officer, and Captain Nelsonða COMTEK 

contractor and a rotary-wing pilot who has assumed the duty of S-4 Supply Offi-

cer. 

 Finally, I would like to invite everyone to our Alumni tailgate 19 Septem-

ber 09.  I look forward to seeing you all at the upcoming events.  See you on the 

high ground! 

Future Events Calendar  

Sep 19: Third Annual Alumni   

Tailgate at Crowder Hall 

Sep 25-27: Fall FTX 

Oct 24: Mizzou Homecoming 

Nov 21-29: Thanksgiving 

Break 

Dec 11-17: Finals 

Dec 19 Fall Commissioning 
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       The Tiger Battalion Needs 

Your Support.  In  order for 

cadets to participate in many 

of our activities, considerable 

additional funding is neces-

sary. 

      You can show your support 

for MIZZOU cadets by  spon-

soring one of these items: 

Advanced Camp Success Kit 

Sponsorð$50 

Ranger Challenge Team 

Member Sponsor - $50 

Ranger Buddy Team Member 

Sponsorð$25 

Bataan Death March Team 

member Sponsorship - $50 

Sniper Challenge Team 

Member Sponsorð$25 

    Look for the online giving 

link on our website: 

http://armyrotc.missouri.edu. 

Alumni Support 

By LTC (Ret) Joe McCoskrie 

     Your Mizzou Army ROTC alumni 

has formed an Affinity Group through 

the auspices of the Mizzou Alumni As-

sociation which gives all sorts of visibil-

ity from that great organization.  Our 

first Board meeting will be at 0900 be-

fore the Furman game.   

 The members of the board are 

Jon Pennington, President, Jennifer 

Kelly, Jim Gwinner and Joe McCoskrie, 

members at large.  This will be our first 

meeting to establish our future direction.  

Your advice and suggestions will be 

greatly appreciated.  We will forward to 

you in our next newsletter what the 

agenda looks like for the next year, with 

a goal of maximizing alumni participa-

tion. . 

FALL ALUMNI TAILGATE 
SET FOR SEPTEMBER 19th 

 Your alumni planning commit-

tee has set the Furman vs. Mizzou 

September game for the Fall tailgate to 

capitalize hopefully on better weather, 

and encourage more alums to attend 

our third annual tailgate event on the 

North parking lot outside Crowder 

Hall weather permitting. Invitations 

were sent out in August and if you 

didn't receive one sign up is still not 

too late.   

 Sign up will be as before 

through the Mizzou alumni website, 

go to events and event registration 

 Call Joe McCoskrie with any 

questions, 573-882-0778/7721 or 

email mccoskriej@missouri.edu 
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Cadet Command Sergeant Major 

Cadet James M. Caldwell graduated from the University of 

Missouri in 2003 with a B.S. in Finance/

Management while earning two varsity letters 

in Football.  After graduating he worked as a 

Branch Manager at Boone County National 

Bank.  He then enlisted into the Missouri 

Army National Guard as an All-Source 

Intelligence Analyst in February of 2006 into 

the DET 1 HHC 35th ID.  He earned the 

Distinguished Honor Graduate in Military 

Intelligence School.  He graduated from 

Cochise College in May of 2007 with an Associate of Arts degree 

in Military Intelligence Operations.  He is currently serving as an 

SMP cadet in the 229th MMB.  He contracted as an SMP cadet 

into the MU Army ROTC program in March of 2008.  While in 

ROTC he has earned Air Assault Wings and the German Armed 

Forces Proficiency Badge.  Also during ROTC he has served as 

the LDAC 9th Regimental Commander for the graduation 

ceremony, Captain of the Ranger Challenge Team, Commander 

of the Cannon Crew, CSM and is currently the Battalion 

Commander of the MU Army ROTC program.  Cadet Caldwell 

will graduate in December of 2009 from Columbia College with 

a Masterôs in Business Administration.  Caldwellôs goal is to 

commission as a Medical Services officer and serve as a 

Battalion Medical Officer in the 173rd Airborne Brigade at 

Caserma Ederle in Vicenza, Italy and then possibly go to flight 

school and serve as a MEDEVAC Pilot. 
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 Cadet David Adams was born on December 

26, 1988 in Kirkwood, MO.  He attended 

Kirkwood High School where he played 

water polo and also swam.  His interests 

include listening to music and exercising.  

He also enjoys participating in extracurricu-

lar ROTC activities that include Ranger 

Challenge and Pershing Rifles.  He is at-

tending the University of Missouri and 

studying History and someday he plans to become a High 

School History teacher.  His military goals are to commission as 

either an Infantry or Armor officer.  He is Currently the MU 

Cadet Command Sergeant Major. 

FALL SEMESTER 2009 
CADET COMMAND TEAM 

Cadet Shannonõs thoughts on  
Air Assault 

Air Assault School pro-

motes itself as the hardest 

ten days in the Army. The 

truth of the matter is that 

it is as hard as you make 

it. Prepare yourself physi-

cally and mentally for the 

challenge and you can 

leave having an enriched 

experience, a new grasp 

of modern military opera-

tions, and the pride of 

wearing Air Assault wings. Long days and longer ruck marches 

will test your physical prowess. Classroom and hands-on in-

struction will teach you the necessary skills essential to the air 

assault operation. Practice and rehearsal will hone your knowl-

edge of knot tying and rappelling; culminating into one hun-

dred foot rappels from a hovering UH-60L Blackhawk helicop-

ter. At the end of the course you will look around and see how 

many others are no longer there to graduate with you, and you 

will feel the pride that comes with earning your wings.   

  ñI'd like to say that the best way to prepare yourself for deal-

ing with Palomins is to simply watch a few Borat skits. It's 

ridiculous but that's actually how they act.ò 

  ð Cadet Yates 

 

ñGet to know your Tac and learn how to perform well as a 

group and your LDAC will be a success.ò 

  ðCadet Hepinstall 

 

ñI love slide for life.ò 

 ðCadet Ray 

   

Thoughts on LDAC 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Air+Assault+Badge
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TIGER BATTALION CADET  
VISITS SENEGAL, AFRICA 

My name is Bethany Bashor.  I am currently an Army ROTC MS III majoring 
in International Studies and minoring in Military Science.  This past summer 
I had the privilege of participating in the ROTC Cultural Immersion Pro-
gram.  Every year ROTC selects two hundred cadets to be sent to foreign 
nations to improve cultural awareness in the military.  Most of these cadets 
are first sent to West Point and from there travel to Europe, Asia, South 
America, or Africa.  However, I was one of twenty four cadets to be sent to 
Ft. Leavenworth to receive training in Open Source Research by the Foreign 
Military Service Office (FMSO).  I spent the first week of the program in FT. 
Leavenworth being taught about how to properly analyze a culture for mili-
tary intelligence purposes.  We, cadets, were then broken into three groups 
of eight and my group was sent to Senegal, Africa while the other two 
groups went to China and Egypt.  My group was accompanied by Special 
Forces LTC Patterson and retired LTC Feldman.  The next two weeks of the 
program were spent in Senegal.  We received lectures on the country's 
economy, culture, religion, politics, education, and were taught one of the 
native dialects, Wolof.  We spent most of our time in cities, such as Touba, 
Dakar, Kaolack, and Saint Louis.  We were introduced to several military per-
sonnel in the country as well.  In Thies, we met with U.S. Special Forces who 
were training the Senegalese Army on how to perform proper peacekeeping 
missions and basic military tactics.  In Dakar, my group went to the embassy and met with the US Army Foreign Area Officers 
(FAO).  And in addition, we were given a tour of a military base by a Senegalese General.  The last week of the program was spent 
in Ft. Leavenworth where we compiled our observations and selected a topic to research about the country.  With our Open Source 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ άƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀƛǊŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎΦ  At the end of the program my partner 
and I briefed some of the FMSO personnel as well as the other twenty two cadets on the prevalence of malaria in Senegal.  It was a 
great experience and I really recommend it to any cadet who is interested! 

Cadet Bashor and Oumoul, her Wolof language 

professor 

Left: a Baobab tree, 

also known as an 

upside down tree. 

 

 

 

 

Right: Peanuts, 

which are one of 

Senegalôs main 

crops. 


